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37+ 
credits 

Diploma Diploma Diploma Diploma Diploma Diploma Diploma Diploma Diploma 

13 – 36 
credits 

Certificate Certificate Certificate Certificate Certificate Certificate Certificate Certificate Certificate 

1 – 12 
credits 

Award Award Award Award Award Award Award Award Award 

Entry 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Level of difficulty 

Equivalent qualifications 

Entry 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Broad 
equivalent 

Entry 
(1, 2 and 3) 

GCSE’s grade 
D – G 

GCSE’s grade 
A* - C 

A Levels 1
st
 year

degree 
2

nd
 year

degree 
3

rd
 year

degree 
Masters Doctorate 

Other common 
equivalents  


E

n
try

 le
v
e
l v

o
c
a
tio

n
a
l q

u
a
lific

a
tio

n
s


P

ro
g
re

s
s
io

n
s
 a

w
a
rd

s


N

V
Q

 L
e
v
e

l 1


L
e
v
e
l 1

 v
o
c
a
tio

n
a
l q

u
a

lific
a
tio

n
s


L
e
v
e
l 2

 q
u
a
lific

a
tio

n
s
 in

c
lu

d
in

g
 N

V
Q

’s


A

p
p
re

n
tic

e
s
h

ip


B

T
E

C
 F

irs
t C

e
rtific

a
te


L
e
v
e
l 3

 q
u
a
lific

a
tio

n
s
 in

c
lu

d
in

g
 N

V
Q

’s


A

d
v
a
n
c
e

d
 A

p
p
re

n
tic

e
s
h

ip


A

 L
e
v
e

ls


B

T
E

C
 N

a
tio

n
a
l C

e
rtific

a
te

 / D
ip

lo
m

a


H

ig
h

e
r P

ro
fe

s
s
io

n
a
l D

ip
lo

m
a


L
e
v
e
l 4

 q
u
a
lific

a
tio

n
s
 in

c
lu

d
in

g
 N

V
Q

’s


H

ig
h

e
r N

a
tio

n
a
l C

e
rtific

a
te

 (H
N

C
)


C

e
rtific

a
te

 o
f H

ig
h

e
r E

d
u
c
a
tio

n


L
e
v
e
l 5

 q
u
a
lific

a
tio

n
s


H

ig
h

e
r N

a
tio

n
a
l D

ip
lo

m
a
 (H

N
D

)


F

o
u
n
d

a
tio

n
 D

e
g
re

e


D

ip
lo

m
a
s
 o

f H
ig

h
e
r a

n
d
 F

u
rth

e
r E

d
u
c
a
tio

n


L
e
v
e
l 6

 q
u
a
lific

a
tio

n
s


G

ra
d
u
a
te

 C
e
rtific

a
te

 a
n
d
 D

ip
lo

m
a


B

A
 H

o
n

o
u
rs


B

S
c


L
e
v
e
l 7

 q
u
a
lific

a
tio

n
s


M

a
s
te

r P
ro

fe
s
s
io

n
a
l D

ip
lo

m
a


P

o
s
tg

ra
d
u
a
te

 C
e
rtific

a
te

 a
n

d
 D

ip
lo

m
a




